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THE Catholic World gives the exact situation
in a nutshell. It says: “We are purely and
simply Catholic, and profess an unreserved alle-
giance to the church, which takes precedence of,
and gives the rule to, our allegiance to the State.”
And yet we have acquaintances who became ex-
ceedingly angry when in argument they were
“cornered” by the statement that no true Cath-
olic can be a good American citizen.—The Eye.

It is stated that in Servia a law has been passed
requiring all shops and places of business to be
closed, not only on Sunday, but on all the holy
days of the church as well.  All told, the number
is 180. The law is rigidly enforced. A shop
keeper who supplied a customer with a little rice
on one of the interdicted days, was recently fined
100 franks for his crime. But this is only Sun-
day legislation carried to its legitimate conclu-
sion. If the State has a right to say that bus-
iness shall be suspended on Sunday, it has the
same right to say that it shall be suspended on
other so-called holy days.—Signs of the Times.
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TrOSE Chicago ministers who are grieved be-
cause men will drink Sunday, and because the
mayor whom they helped to elect will not pre-
vent their doing so, might read with profit the
remarks of Elder Waggoner at the convention of
the Seventh-day Adventists at Bloomington early
this week. Said he:—

«If men can be brought to the observance of
Sunday by persuasion, by preaching and writing,
that is right, but to enforce it by law is destroy-
ing the purpose of evangelical work and making
hypocrisy compulsory. “When the law of Sunday
rest is on the statute books and enforced it will not
result in bringing people into the churches but
will send them to find recreation and amusement
elsewhere.”

In other words, that which some of the short-
sighted preachers demand that Mr. Cregier shall
do for them, is something they should do for
themselves. They want to leave their pulpits
and let him take their places and do missionary
work for them, backed by the cudgels of his po-
lice. They will accomplish more if they take
Elder Waggoner’s, and follow Brother Murphy’s,
example and try a little moral suasion. St. Paul
did not ask Fe{ix to detail a few Roman centu-

rions with swords and spears to help him in his
work, but he went up and down preaching
mighti'y, and made many converts. He did not
sit stll and wait for men to come to him to be
convinced, but he went after them. He did not
depend on militant coercion to make men good
and to refrain from an indulgence of appetite.—
Chicago Tribune, Sept. 12, 1889.
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The Petition and the Inquisition.

THE supplement to the March monthly doc-
ument of the American Sabbath Union was de-
voted to a statement of how the friends of the
Bunday might co-operate with the union. Fol-
lowing an extract from the constitution, which
states that the object of the union is “to preserve
the Christian Sabbath as a day of rest and wor-
ship,” there was an earnest appeal to every indi-
vidual to push the petitions for a Sunday law,
making not the least abatement because Congress
had adjourned. The following form of petition,
was suggested :—

“The undersigned organizations and adult residents
of the United States, twenty-one years of age or more,
earnestly petition you to pass a bill forbidding in the
government’s mail and military service and in inter-
state commerce, and in the District of Columbia and
the Territories, all Sunday traffic and work, except
works of necessity and mercy, and such private work
by those who religiously and regularly observe
another day of the week by abstaining from labor and
business, as will neither interfere with the general
rest nor with public worship.”

We claim that this petition alone furnishes
ample proof that the American Sabbath Union
contemplates a union of Church and State in the
fullest sense, and is providing—unconsciously it
may be, but none the less surely—for the estab-
lishment of the Inquisition. Strange as it may
seem to some, we find the strongest proof of this
in the proposed exemption of tEose that observe
another day.

The workers for a Sunday law lay a great deal
of stress on the fact that they make such an ex-
ception. In his speech before the Senate Com-
mittee, Mr. Crafts spoke of the exception that is
made to the Seventh-day Baptists by the laws of
Rhode Island, allowing them to carry on public
industries on the first day of the week, and said
that « the tendency of Legislatures and executive
officers towards those who claim to keep a Satur-
day Sabbath is to over-leniency rather than over-
strictness.” .

In the same hearing Mrs. Bateham spoke of
the exemption that was asked for in the petition,
stating that they would like to exempt Seventh-
day keepers from ‘the penalties of the law for
which they asked, providing it could be done, but
that if such an exemption would work against
the general enforcement of the law then they did
not wish it. These statements show that they

simply regard themselves as making a great con-
cession when they do not persecute people who
rest upon Saturday. Dr. Bothwell, of Oakland,
Cal, stated their feeling very well when he said:

“Most of the States make provision for the exer-
cise of the peculiar tenets of belief which are enter-
tained by the Adventists. They can worship on Sat-
urday, and call it the Sabbath, if they choose; but
there let their privileges end. Instead of thankfully
making use of concessions granted them, and then
going off quietly and attending to their own business,
as they ought, they start out making unholy alliances
that they may defeat the purposes of their benefac-
tors.”

With these statements compare the following
from the first chapter of Dr. Schaf’s work on *“The
Progress of Religious Freedom, as Shown in the
History of Toleration Acts.” Says he:—

“An edict or act of toleration is a grant of the civil
government, which authorizes religious societies dis-
senting from the State religion to worship according
to the dictates of conscience without liability to per-
secution. Such an edict always presupposes a relig-
ion established by law and supported by the State,and
theright of the State to control public worship. Toler-
ation may proceed from necessity, or from prudence,
or from indifference, or from liberality and an enlarged
view of truthang right. Itmay be extended or with-
drawn by the government; but it is usually the en-
tering wedge for religious liberty and legal equality.

“There is a wide difference between toleration and
liberty. The one is a concession, the other a right;
the one is a matter of expediency, the other a princi-
ple; the one is a gift of man, the other a gift of God.

“ Toleration implies more or less censure or disap-
proval. We tolerate or endure what we dislike or
cannot prevent. The most despotic governments are
tolerant towards subjects who are too numerous or
too useful to be killed or exiled. Russia tolerates
Romanists, Protestants, Jews, and Mohammedans ;
Turkey tolerates ¢ Christian dogs,” and likes them to
prey upon each other; but woe to him in either
country who apostatizes from the State religion, or
attempts to induce any member of the same to apos-
tasy. Toleration is first sought and granted as a
favor, then demanded and congeded as a right, and
at last spurned as an insult. In a free country no-
body wants to be tolerated for his religious opinions
or sacred convictions.

“ Religious liberty is a natural, fundamental, and
inalienable right of every man. It is founded on the
sacredness of conscience, which is the voice of God
in man, and above the reach and control of human -
authority. There isa law above all human laws.
It is written, not on parchment and tables of stone,
but on the heart of man by the finger of God. It is
that law which commands with the categorical im-
perative, and which filled the philosopher Kant with
ever-growing reverence and awe. ‘We must obey
God more than man.” He and he alone isthe Author
and Lord of conscience, and no power on earth has a
right to interpose itself between them. ‘Every man
stands or falls to his own Lord.’ Liberty of con-
science requires liberty of worship as its manifesta-
tion. To grant the former and to deny the latter is
to imprison conscience and to promote hypocrisy or
infidelity. Religion is in its nature voluntary, and
ccases to be religion in proportion as itis forced.
God wants free worshipers, and no others.

“ Toleration is an infermediate state between relig-
ious persecution and religious liberty. Persecution
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results from the union of Church and State; tolera-
tion, from a relaxation of that union; full religious
liberty and legal equality require a peaceful separa-
tion of the spiritual and secular powers.”

Note particularly what he says of toleration,
that it is an intermediate state between religious
persecution and religious liberty. He says also
that it is usually “the entering wedge for relig-
ious liberty and legal equality.” This is true,
providing it has been preceded by despotic intol-
erance. If a government has rigidly persecuted
everyone who gissents from the established relig-
ion, then an act of toleration would be the enter-
ing wedge toward religious liberty—a step toward
freedom; but if perfect liberty and equalityhave
been enjoyed by the citizens of a government,
then an act of toleration would be a long stride
toward the taking away of religious freedom.
For an act of toleration, as Dr. Schaff truly says,
“Always presupposes a religion established by
law and supported by the State, and the right of
the State to control public worship.”

The very fact of exemptions being thought of
in a Jaw—the use of the word concession and
toleration—shows the existence of a despotic law;
so that the more the Sunday-law advocates talk
about concessions, the more they boast of their
leniency, the more they press their petition for a
Sunday law which shall exempt those who relig-
iously and regularly observe anqther day,—the
more they proclaim the fact that they are working
for a State religion. Now, whenever a religion,
or any form of religion, is established by the
State, the Inquisition and persecution must inevit-
ably follow. For in such a case an offense
against the esigblished religion is an offense
against the State; and of course the State is
bound to punish all who violate its laws. But
punishment by the State for differences of opin-
ion, or of acts in matters of religion, is persecution.

Note particularly the petition which we quoted.
It provides for the exemption of those who “re-
ligiously and regularly ” observe another day of
the week. How, in the face of this, it is possible
for the framers and advocates of that petition to
claim that they are not working for a State relig-
ion, it is impossible for us to conceive. That
petition lays the foundation for the Inquisition;
and if a law should be passed in harmony with
it, the Inquisition would have to be established.
How can the State tell who do and who do not
religiously observe another day? Anyone can
see that the petition plans for the State to inquire,
not simply into a man’s religious or irreligious
acts, but into the motives of his acts. Of course
it is well understood that under all circumstances
there are people who have a form of religion,
people who do certain things professedly in the
name of religion, yet from selfish motives. Now
if a law is passed in accordance with this petition,
the State through its officers would be obliged to
inquire into the motives which prompt a man’s
rest upon Saturday. No individual will have
any guarantee that he will remain unmolested for
a week. He may be brought up at any time at
the instigation of any bigot or any person who
has a fancied grudge towards him, and put under
examination as to whether or not he observes
another day from religious motives. And the
worst of it all will be that in such examination
his own testimony will avail nothing. Of course
those who do observe the day religiously would
say so; and any who are not conscientious in
their observance of the day would, in order to es-
cape the penalty, declare that they observed it
religiously. And so whether or not a person were

cleared would depend upon the testimony of men
who might have bitter prejudice toward him.
We believe that every thoughtful, candid indi-
vidual can see that to work for this petition is to
work directly for as wicked a persecution as ever
existed on earth. Let those who see this point
use all their energy in setting the light clearly
before others, in order that they may not be de-
ceived by the specious arguments of those who
are working for the Sunday law. To every in-
dividual that petition will be presented, and many
will be misled by its oulward pretention to justice
and of caring for the rights of a minority, un-
aware that in this very concession is the strongest
proof of the wicked character of the proposed
law. E. J. W.

ob—O &

The Edmunds Resolution.

THE SENTINEL has said considerable during
the past year about the proposed amendment to
the national Constitution establishing instruction
in the principles of the Christian religion in all
the public schools in the nation. The last few
numbers have contained an argument made by
one of the editors of the SENTINEL before the
Committee on Education and Labor in opposition
to that resolution. When the next Congress
shall assemble, there will be a powerful effort
made to secure the introduction of a resolution
embodying the doctrines proposed in that, but in
what shape the matter will be presented, it is of
course impossible in advance to tell. The forces
are being rallied, the different views are being
brought together as much as possible, and the
people cannot be too wide-awake nor too dili-
gently engaged in the study of the subject, nor
can there be too prompt action in opposing the
movement. The Blair resolution is not the only
one that is advocated. There is another called
the “ Edmunds Resolution,” so called because it
was framed and presented by Senator Edmunds,
of Vermont.

The history of the Edmunds resolution is this,
to begin at the beginning of the subject: April
19, 1870, Hon. S. S. Burdette, of Missouri, pro-
posed an amendment to the United States Con-
stitution upon this subject, reading as follows:—

“Secrion 1. No State or municipal corporation
within any State of the United States shall levy or
collect any tax for the support or aid of any sectarian,
denominational, or religious school or educational es-
tablishment; nor shall the legislature of any State,
or the corporate authorities of any municipality
within any State, appropriate any money or make
any donation from the public fund or property of
such State or municipality for the support or aid of
any sectarian, religious, or denominational schools or
educational establishments.

“Src. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.”

It will be seen at a glance that this only pro-
hibits State aid to denominational or religious
schools or establishments. It does not prohibit
sectarian, religious, or denominational instruction
in the public schools. It thus missed the mark
so widely that it seems not to have heen taken
any notice of after its introduction.

It was not long, however, before another step
was taken. December 19, 1871, Hon. William
M. Stewart, United States senator from Nevada,
proposed an amemdment to the national Constitu-
tion, reading as follows :—

~ “SEecrioN 1. There shall be maintained in each
State and Territory a system of free common schools,
but neither the United States nor any State, Territory,
county, or municipal corporation, shall aid in the sup-
port of any schools wherein the peculiar tenets of any
denomination are taught.

“Skc. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.”

This proposition seems to have excited some
public discussion. It was strongly disapproved
by many on the ground that such a measure was
“both unnecessary and misleading ”"—unneces-
sary because no danger could arise in any State
from such action; and mischievous because it
would only tend to provoke a controversy which
was uncalled for. Nothing seems to have come
of Mr. Stewart’s proposition except the discussion
referred to. '

Nothing more was-done for four years, Then,
however, December 14, 1875, Hon. James G.
Blaine, then a member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, proposed an amendment, as follows :

ARTICLE XVI.

“No State shall make any law respecting an estab-
lishment of a religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; and no money raised by taxation in any
State for the support of public schools, or derived from
any public fund therefor, shall ever be under the con-
trol of any religious sect, nor shall any money so
}'aised orland so devoted be divided between relig-
ious sects or denominations.”

August 4, 1876, Mr. Blaine’s resolution was
reported back from the Judiciary Committee
with two slight additions, one, of the words
“or denomination” following the word “sect”
in the second clause, and the other a sentence
at the end, saying, “This article shall not
vest, enlarge, or diminish legislative power in
Congress.”

It will be seen that Mr. Blaine’s resolution
goes a step further than either of the ones which
preceded it, in that it embodies in its first clause
the substance of the first amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, prohibiting any
State making any law respecting an establishment
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,
As for the rest of his resolution, it is in substance
the same as the other two, simply saying that no
public money raised by taxation or derived from
public funds for the support of public schools
should ever be under the control of any religious
sect or divided amongst religious sects or denomi-
nations. It does not prohibit the teaching of re-
ligion in the public schools, nor does it prohibit
the use of public money for the support of relig-
ious teaching in the public schools. Therefore, as
for any real value in that resolution, there was
none except in its first clause.

Yet, it was adopted by the House of Repre-
sentatives after brief debate, by vote of 180 yeas
to 7 nays, with 98 not voting. The resolution
then went to the Senate, and, August 7, was re-
ferred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary,
with several substitutes which had been offered
for it. Two days later, August 9, Senator Ed-
munds, of the Judiciary Committee, reported back
the joint resolution with an amendment which
was in fact a substitute, reading as follows :—

ARTICLE XVI.

“No State shall make any law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof, and no religious test shall ever be re-
quired as a qualification to any office of public trust
under any State. No public property, and no public
revenue of, nor any loan of credit by or under, the au-
thority of the United States, or any State, Territory,
district, or municipal corporation, shall be appropri-
ated to, or made, or used for, the support of any school,
educational or other institution, under the control of
any religious, or anti-religious, organization, or
wherein the particular creed or tenets of any religious
or anti-religious sect, organization, or denomination,
shall be taught. And no such particular creed or
tenet shall be read or taught in any school or institu-
tion supported in whole or in part by such revenue
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or loan of credit; and no such appropriation or loan
of credit shall be made to any religious or anti-relig-
ious sect, organization, or denomination, or promote
its interests or tenets. This article shall not be con-
strued to prohibit the reading of the Bible in any
school or institution ; and it shall not have the effect
to impair rights of property already vested.

“Sec. 2. Congress shall have power, by appro-
priate legislation, to provide for the prevention or
punishment of violations of this article.”

August 11 this substitute was accepted for the
House resolution by a vote of 27 to 15. August
14 the substitute was brought to vote upon its
adoption. The vote stood 28 yeas to 16 nays.
But as it requires a majority of two-thirds to
adopt such a resolution, and as the vote fell two
short of being two-thirds, the resolution was lost.
This is the Edmunds amendment, and this is its
history. And that was the last effort to amend
the Constitution until May 25, 1888, when Sen-
ator Blair introduced his. And, as stated at the
beginning, the Edmunds amendment is being ad-
vocated for introduction at the next Congress as
well as the Blair amendment.

‘We have not space here to discuss the merit of
the Edmunds resolution; we can only say now
that it is an excellent illustration of how not to
to say it, and leave the fuller discussion of it
until our next. A T J.

An Unimpassionea Statement-~of the
Case.

WE commend to our readers the following can-
did and unimpassioned statement, by the Signs
of the Times, of the reasons why it cannot co-
operate with the Prohibition party and with the
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. The rea-
sons given are sound, and the second prevails
with thousands of honest people in all denom-
inations and in all parts of the country. The
Signs says :—

This paper has-from its very inception to the
present time been an advocate of the prohibition
of the liquor traffic; and, knowing this, some of
our friends are unable to understand why we do
not support the Prohibition party; and some have
gone so far as to deny that we are in favor of pro-
hibition at all because we do not co-operate in all
things with those who have taken that name.
We wish now to state our position so plainly that
none can fail to understand it.

There are two reasons why we cannot and do
not support the Prohibition party, though we ad-
vocate prohibition. The first of these reasons is,
the Signs of the Times is not a political nor a
party paper. We advocate only principles; the
support of men and measures we, from the very
nature of the case, leave to papers published for
that purpose. In this we do not differ materially
from the majority of religious papers.

Our second reason for not supporting the Pro-
hibition party is that, whereas it advocates pro-
hibition, in which we believe, it also advocates
some things in which we do not believe. A single
plank from the platform recently adopted by some
six hundred delegates of the party assembled in
convention in Pittsburg, Pa., will serve as an il-
lustration. The plank is as follows:—

“ Third—The Sabbath must be preserved by the due
enforcement of existing laws and the speedy enact-
ment of such additional legislation as may be neces-
gary to insure its due ‘observance.”

‘We cannot conscientiously give our support, nor
even our tacit consent, to this plank. The Sabbath
is a religious institution, and its observance is an
act of worship; its legal enforcement is, therefore,

the legal “enforcement of religion, and that is
foreign alike to the spirit of real Christianity and
to our free institutions. In all matters of religion
man is responsible alone to his God, and when
the State attempts to interfere in any way in such
matters it usurps the place and prerogatives of
God. The tendency of Sunday laws is to destroy
that sense of personal responsibility to God which
is the basis of all true religion, and in the very
nature of the case, under them, men learn to look
not to God to know their duty toward him, but
to the State.

Again, Sabbath laws are unjust. All do not
regard the same day as sacred; nor do all agree
upon the degree of sacredness which attaches to
any particular day. It is manifestly unjust to
compel the man who has kept Saturday, as many
do, to keep Sunday also. To say the very least,
the fourth commandment gives permission to all
to labor six days, and certainly the man who has
observed the seventh day according to the plain
letter of that commandment has a divine right to
work on the other six days; and not only so but
he has a right to do any sort of work, or to follow
any sort of business, which it would be right and
proper for a Christian to do or follow upon any
other day, always remembering the golden rule, to
do as he would be done by. We should always
be considerate of the rights and feelings of others,
but this is just as obligatory upon one as upon
another.

But obedience-to the golden rule would defeat
all Sunday laws, unless it might be useless pro-
vision requiring those to rest upon that day who
want to do so. Certainly it is not doing to others
as we would have them do to us, to require them
to observe religious institutions in which they
have no faith. If Christians, because they happen
to be in the majority, have a right to require un-
believers to act one day in the week as though
they believed, it follows that were the majority
on the other side the unbelievers would have the
right to require Christians to act, at least occa-
sionally, as though they were infidels. But God
has never given any such authority to anybody.
The words of our Saviour, “Render therefore
unto Casar the things which are Cewsar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s,” have for-
ever separated civil and religious duties-and left
the State without the vestige of an excuse for in-
terfering in matters of religion.

The Sunday law of Pennsylvania is particularly
objectionable because that under it conscientious
Christian men have been, and may still be, fined
and imprisoned for doing ordinary labor on the
first day of the week after having religiously kept
the seventh day. But the Prohibition party in
that State not only favors the strict enforcement
of that law, but demands the passage of still more
stringent laws. Such a demand is neither Chris-
tian nor patriotic, and we certainly cannot join in
it nor give it our sanction in any way. But even
if the law did exempt from its provisions those
who observe the day specified in the fourth com-
mandment, we could not indorse it nor assent
that it was right. It is a question which the
State has no right to touch, nor can it do so with-
out establishing a precedent most dangerous to re-
ligious liberty and to freedom of conscience. We
have no quarrel with the Prohibition party so
long as it confines itself to its legitimate work,
and we stand aloof from that party, not that we
love prohibition less, but that we love God and
freedom to worship him according to the dictates
of our own consciences more.

Papal Protestantism.

THE question of the Bible in the public schools
has lately caused considerable discussion in De-
troit. One preacher of that city, Rev. James
M. Henderson, says on the subject:—

“ I am in favor of introducing the Bible into the pub-
lic schools. The Bible, as the standard of Protestant
religion, should be retained, and Catholics whose
children attend our public schools should accept our
Protestant Bible. I do not believe that any Catholic
is ever willing to have as the basis of the religious
training of his children the Protestant Bible, but the
Catholic children usually attend Catholic schools.
Parents of children who do attend our public schools
should accept our Protestant Bible without sectarian
comment.”

This shows the real purpose of the effort being
made all over the land, and even in the religious
attack made upon the national Constitution. It
is simply to have the State establish the Protest-
ant religion and enforce upon everybody the
dictates of the Protestant church rulers.

Another preacher, Rev. Joseph W. Blanchard,
sets forth the same doctrine in these words:—

“The public school should suit the majority, as this
is a country where majorities rule. The majority of
the people of this country are Christians, therefore
the majority should rule. There ought to be Chris-
tian teaching in the public schools. The Bible should
be read without note or comment, and the simple
fundamental principles of Christianity taught.”

It is true that he uses only the terms Christian
and Christianity to describe the religious teach-
ing which they propose to force upon others; but
he means only Protestant Christian teaching and
Protestant Christianity. But it might not prove
so in the end. Protestants might be in the mi-
nority in a little while, then it is probable that the
Roman Catholics would be in the majority—it
is so already in about a dozen of the States—and
if the Catholic majority should force the reading
of the Catholic Bible and Catholic instruction
upon all the rest of the people at the public ex-
pense, that would probably put another face upon
the matter. If some way could be invented by
which these particular individuals could be com-
pelled to take some of their own medicine ad-
ministered by Roman Catholics, it would be an
excellent thing. It might be possible in that way
to reach their reasons

Rev. F. Grenell sees the matter in a much
better light, and says:—

“ Right is not decided by majorities, even though
the majority be right.”

Yet how fast this wicked principle of majority
rule in matters of religion and the conscience, is
growing. But this question “is not a question of
majorities or minorities, for if the conscience of
the majority is to be the standard, then there is
no such thing as right of conscience at all. It is
against the predominance and power of majori-
ties that the rights of conscience are protected,
and have need tobe.” And those who call them-
selves Protestants are not the only people in the
world who have a conscience. A T. I

God Has Drawn the Line.

SECRETARIES GAULT and GRAY, of the Ameri-
can Sabbath Union, do not believe that as a politi-
cal maxim, governments derive their just powers
from the consent of the governed.” This statement
is quoted and indorsed by the Christian Statesman,
official organ of the National Reform Association.
Wemay ask, From whom do these gentlemen be-
lieve that these powers are derived? They an-
swer, “From God.” Very well; then they must
be believers in the divine right of kings and rulers,
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and that whosoever rebels against governmental
authority, rebels against God. If this is true,
then they must believe that our government has
no right to exist, for it is the outcome of a rebell-
ion. Butsay they, We do not believe that the pow-
ers that be are ordained of God to such an extent
that men ought never to rebel against them; but
that when the power of the government is exerted
unjustly men have the right to rebel. When
they make this admission they surrender the
whole ground, for if God has not delegated to
the rulers of earth absolute power over their sub-
jects in all things, then he has drawn the line
somewhere. This he has done in the words,
“Render therefore unto Ceesar the things which
are Cesar’s; and unto God the things that are
God’s,” thus reserving unto himself the things
pertaining to him, and delegating to man the regu-
lation of those things pertaining to man.
H. H. FIsHER.

-

National Reform Infidelity.

WE have just chanced to pick up an old copy
of the Christian Statesman, the issue of July 7,
1887, in which there is an article entitled, “ The
Bible in our Public Schools.” This article is re-
ferred to editorially as “a masterly article;” and
therefore whatever statements are contained in it
may be considered as voicing the views of the
Statesman and of its party. We have not time
or space at present to review the article as a
whole, but simply call attention to the following
paragraph, under the sub-head, “ Historical Value
of the Bible.” The writer says:—

“There is another aspect of this subject which seems
to be generally overlooked. viz., Is the use of the Bible
in our public schools entirely and exclusively a religious
questionf—I think not. Ought the Bible to be used
as a text-book ?7—Most decidedly I think it ought, and
for these reasons: Viewed simply as literature the Bi-
ble isa collection of valuable ancient manuscripts
coming to us from a most respectable source—natural
and national history, poetry, biography, axiomatic
philosophy, ete. Are not the histories of the an-
cient giants and Noah, of Nimrod and of Babel, of
Abraham, Jacob, David, and Daniel as good secular
history as anything collected from ancient sources by
Rollin, Rawlinson, and Layard? Is not the poetry of
the book of Psalms, and Job, and Isaiah, quite as good
as that contained in the works written by Homer and
Virgil? Are not the biblical narratives associated
with Nineveh, Damascus, and Memphis, with Hebron
and Jerusalem, quite as valuable secular truth as any-
thing recorded elsewhere about Sparta or Athens,
Rome or Carthage? The earthquake of Lisbon was
not a more real and historical event than that pre-
vious earthquake by which Korah, Dathan, and Abi-
ram were engulfed; the volcanic overthrow of Sodom
in the vale of Siddim is quite as good secular history
ag is the overthrow of Pompeii in the neighborhood
of Mount Vesuvius; Robin Hood and his “ merrie
men” outlawed in the forest, or Rob Roy in his
Highland cave with his classman, is a story not a whit
more natural or secular than David in the cave of
Adullam ; the ethics of Solomon are quite as valuable
in a purely terrestrial sense as anything that comes to
us from Socrates or Plato; the voyages of Solomon’s
fleet, and the voyage of Paul from Cesarea to Rome
by way of Malta, were events quite as instructive from
a secular point of view as the voyages of the ancient
Argonauts, Carthagenians, or Pheenicians, or of the
Puritan Pilgrims across the Atlantic. The God of
Sinai is quite as respectable (and probably quite as
real) as any deity of Olympus; and the religious cere-
monics of the tabernacle in the wilderness, as the
temple on Moriah, form as real history and quiiae"~ as
good secular morals as anything religious emanating
either from Egyptor from regions called classic. All
the biblical narratives (I wish to emphasize) are gen-
uine secular history in these senses, viz., the events
occurred on earth; the actors and writers were real
men and women; those events, those facts, those
literary productions, those religious ceremonies, oc-

curred during certain secular periods within certain
geographical limits, and are not to be relegated 1o the
transcendental and prehistoric regions of the iegen-
dary and mythical. Nay, I fearlessly assert that the
story of Jesus of Nazareth is, in the proper sense, as
good secular history as that of Julius Ceesar, or Ghen-
gis Fhan, or Napoleon; and the apostolic narrative
called the Acts, as any extant chronicles of the Hep-
tarchy or history of the Plantagenets.”

Just think of it, the Bible placed on a level
with secular history, and declared to be secular
history ! the overthrow of Sodom and Gomor-
rah compared to the overthrow of Pompeii!
Robin Hood compared with David! the Prov-
erbs of Solomon cnmpared with the sayings of
Socrates and Plato! and to crown all, the
blasphemous comparison of the God of Sinai
with the deities of Olympus, and he placed on a
level with them! and the incomparable story
of Jesus of Nazareth compared with Julius
Caesar, Ghengis Khan, and Napoleon! We say
that such comparisons are simply blasphemous ;
and no one who has any respect for sacred his-
tory will dissent from the statement. There is
no likeness whatever between the biblical narra-
tive and the tales of secular writers, except that
they were real occurrences. But this point we
would emphasize, and that is that, apart from the
religious features of it, the historical narrative has
no point whatever. The simplest historical state-
ments of the Old Testament were written by in-
spiration of God as much as the highest flights of
Isaiah or Ezekiel. They are written for the spir-
itual encouragment and the moral upbuilding of
those who read them; and they derive their
whole force and importance from their religious
character. To teach them as mere secular his-
tory is to lose sight of the real object of them.
Nay, more, it is to lower the Bible to the level of
human productions.

We know that a great deal is said about the
necessity of a knowledge of Old Testament his-
tory in order to a liberal education. But we af-
firm that one might as well not study the Bible
at all as to study it from a mere secular stand-
point. The Jewish nation was not a vast one;
they were, as Mosessaid, “the fewest of all peo-
ple.” Their territory was exceedingly small, and

their place in the history of the world is exceed- -

ingly insignificant, if we separate it from the vital
religious truths that their history is designed to
convey.. Looking at it from the standpoint of
inspiration and religion, their history is the most
important of all history ; and the Bible narrative
is the key which unlocks all history; and the Bi-
ble is the point from which the study of all his-
tory should begin; but divorced from religion it
means nothing whatever.

It would be utterly impossible for anyone to
bring a stronger charge against the movement to
teach the Bible in the public schools than is af-
forded in the paragraph above quoted. The ad-
vocates of that movement may style its opposers
infidels if they choose; but in the face of such a
lowering of the divine word, and of such secular-
izing on the Bible, we think that all thoughtful
Christians will unite with us in saying that the
movement is an infidel movement from beginning
to end ; and that the success of the National Re-
form movement to have the Bible taught in the
public schools would mark the inauguration of a
period of infidelity that.could find no parallel out-
side of France-ir the time-of-the revolution. In
the face of articles that show such an utter igno-
rance of the true character of the Bible, solight a
regard for it as to compare it, not simply with
secular history, but with the narratives of fiction,

we think we are justified in declaring the so-
called National Reform movement to be not
Christian, but infidel and atheistic in its tend-
ency. Let the National Reformers clear them-
selves from this charge if they can. E LW

The Commonwealth of Souls!

TrE Christian Statesman of July 4, 1889, says
that :—

“The moral and religious needs of the army and
navy of the United States have been brought before
several church courts within a year or two, and ac-
tion has been taken looking to—

“1. The appointment of chaplains in such numbers
as to provide for every post occupied by troops.

“2. A movement to secure "the convocation ofthe
chaplains in annual session for conference about their
work, and for devising new and improved methods.

“3. The setting apart of the Sabbath on or immedi-
ately preceding the Fourth of July as Army and
Navy Day, on which one service, at least, will be held
in connection with that patriotic occasion, when spe-
cial prayers shall be offered, and the attention of the
congregations called to the duty of the church toward
the naval and military forces of the country, which
are maintained for the supremacy of authority and
defense of our orders, who, by the manner of life re-
quired in the service of their eountry, imperil both
soul and body for the common good. -

“4. That gambling be prohibited in the army and
the navy.

“5. That the use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage
be prohibited.

“ 6. That the rights of Christian officers and men to
a conscientious observance of the holy Sabbath be
guaranteed against invasion by superiors in requiring
any duty not exigentand unavoidable.

“7. Thata commission of five, with a corresponding
secretary, be appointed to co-operate with like com-
missions from other churches in obtaining, as soon as
possible, the legislation necessary to secure the above-
mentioned improvement in the moral and religious
condition of our soldiers and marines; and also to
act as a board to examine and recommend for ap-
pointment to the position of chaplain, such ministers
as may apply for such position.”

When the legislation necessary to secure all
that has been adopted, then, how far will the
country be from a union of Church and State?
How far from a church domination in civil af-
fairs? But beside all this, whoever before heard
of any man’s imperiling his soul for the public
good? What good can any mando to the public
by imperiling his soul ten thousand times? A
man cannot do the public, nor himself, nor any-
one else, any good by imperiling his soul. He can
do only harm to himself, and, perhaps indirectly
by his influence, to others. A man cannot im-
peril his soul except in the way of sin, and sin
never can be for the common good, nor any other
kind of good.

Sin is the only thing that can ever imperil
anybody’s soul. Suppose then that the common-
wealth of souls were imperiled, and for the com-
mon good of souls the men in the armyand navy,
one and all, by some masterly stroke of sin, im-
peril their souls for the common good ; what pos-
sible benefit could ever that be to any soul? It
would only the more certainly imperil the souls
of those who did it.

But all this is consistent with the National Re-
form idea of the oneness of moral and civil things.
Civil government is for the common good. If
a man can imperil his soul for the common good,
it must be that the souls ofimen are a part of the
commonwealth, and whett' aryone sees the com-
monwealth of souls in danger he shall imperil his
for the common good! Did such.wild nonsense
ever get into the brain of anybody but a National
Reformer ? A T. J.
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A Fatal Alliance.

THE zealous sectarians of Washington Territory
have been unusually active in procuring signa-
tures to petitions asking the Legislature in session
at Olympia to pass laws exempting church prop-
erty from taxation. This was one of the impor-
tant questions before the people during our recent
visit to the upper country. The position of all
Jewish-American citizens on this subject is well
known. They are unflinching opponents of any
alliance between Church and State, since history
teaches that all such alliances have been fatal to
individual rights and the liberty of the people.
This is strikingly illustrated in the history of
Italy, of Spain, and of Mexico, and of other coun-
tries. The colonies of America under English
rule give further proof of the danger of an al-
liance of Church and State. The dominant sect,
taking advantage of this union of the civil and
the ecclesiastical law, persecuted the minor sects,
and did not hesitate to inflict torture upon all who
dissented from the ruling sect. The colonies but
followed the cruel, remorseless code of religious
Europe, both before and after the Reformation.

With these facts before us, we deemed it our
bounden duty to oppose, with all the influence at
our command, the scheme of the various sects that
sought to accomplish a result which we know
would be a virtual union of Church and State in
‘Washington Territory, so far as the non-taxation of
church property is concerned. We delivered an
address on the subject before a mixed audience in
the Unitarian Church at Tacoma, which seemed
to reflect the views of the liberal and enlightened
portion of the community. The Unitarians and
other liberal-minded Christian sects are, like
ourselves, the avowed opponents of the marriage
of Church and State, as are that great body of
citizens who, while deeply religious by nature, are
not communicants of any church. Conspicuous
among our best and noblest friends at Tacoma as
a resolute opponent of Church and State alliance,
is Rev. Mr. Copeland, pastor of the Unitarian
Church of that city. The reverend gentleman
has the courage of his convictions, and on the
point under discussion his intelligent congregation
heartily coincide with him.

Underlying this important subject are some
fundamental truths which should not be forgotten,
and which, kept constantly in view, are bulwarks
to strengthen citizens in their duty towards the
State. Under our republican system of govern-
ment the observance of religion is purely a private
act, and the Constitution of the United States
solemnly prohibits all interference on the part of
the State as to the manner in which each citizen
may worship according to the dictates of his
conscience. All church property, under the real
letter and spirit of the national Constitution, is
private property, and should be taxed like any
other private proll:erty. The church must pay for
protection like the citizen. It is manifestly un-
just and unconstitutional that a vast religious cor-
poration, owning millions of dollars worth of real
estate, with costly temples thereon, in the heart
of great cities, should go untaxed, while the house
and lot of the humble carpenter, shoemaker, tailor,
or other tradesman, are taxed to the cent. In
some States this crying injustice is still perpe-
trated in defiance of- the national Constitution,
but fortunately California is not burdened with
this relic of barbarism still existing in other com-
monwealths of the Union. The American people
have shattered the fetters and chains forged by

priests and kings to keep mankind in bondage of
mental and moral degradation, but alas! there
still exists among certain sects in this country an
evil and lurking spirit that would again gladly
welcome a fatal union of Church and State. To
carry on a peaceful, unending war against this
evil spirit of sectarian fanaticism, until it is edu-
cated to obey the civil power, is the sacred duty
of all true lovers of civil and religious liberty.—
Jewish Times.

-

Hear ‘ The-Church Union. ”’

In the August issue of the above paper we
read the following: “The Russian Government
seems to favor church union, and manifests the
same in its own autocratic way. In that country
it shall be the ‘Greek’ Church or nothing. No
other is permitted to have a secure footing.
Only the other day the Lutherans numbered
many thousands (twenty, we are informed), who
had long worshiped within the empire of the
czar; and now they are prohibited. Their fate
is, however, that of all the other evangelical
people who are of ‘a like citizenship, and who re-
fuse to acknowledge the ecclesiastical headship
of the reigning monarch.

“ Whilst we do, of course, condemn this he-
roic’ surgery, even in a cause the principle of
which is sound—a surgery to which freemen
would never submit—[Why not, if the principle
be sound ?] yet we have been sometimes tempted
to wish that there were some authority the ra-
tional exercise of which would render impossible
the further continuance of useless donominations
of Christian believers, or the needless formation
of new ones in the future! Meanwhile, in the
absence of such a power, the appeal must be
made to that piety in the churches which will
not forever allow bigotry to get the better of
sober thoughtfulness.”

The above article, if submitted to the pope,
would secure his eager approbation, and at the
earliest hour possible he would be glad to favor
the friends of “The Church Union” by using
such “authority ” as “would render impossible
the further continuance” and “formation” of
Protestant denominations. Then, friends, after
having been forced to unite with the Roman
Catholic Church, your yearning after *“ Church
Union” would be satisfied, we presume, and per-
haps you, in anticipation, date the millennium
from that event. Or is it possible that we mis-
understand ? for another version of the above
would be, that the only objection you have to
the Russian tyrannical attempts at church union,
“the principle of which is sound” (1?), is the ac-
cidental fact that it is the Russian Government
in the enviable position of “ power” and “ author-
ity,” and not the supporters of “The Church
Union,” whoever they may be. Excuse us for
misunderstanding ; but you should speak plainer.
Or do you find it advisable to wear the sheep’s
clothing ? “Meanwhile,” may God, in his in-
finite mercy, continue “the absence of such a
power” from our beloved country, for its presence
would mark his just wrath over our sins. In-
clude this petition in your prayer, dear reader,
the more so &ince such “piety in the churches”
is already “bigotry,” and not “sober thought-
fulness.”—A. M., in Laheran Witness, Sept. 7.

“T cHARGE thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom,
preach the word.”

Church and State.

TrE New Mexico constitutional convention,
now in session at Santa Fe, has been addressed in
an open letter by Archbishop Salpointe, defining
the Roman Catholic position on education, and
appealing to the convention to shape the new
constitution in accordance with it. If the request
should be acceeded to, the constitution of New
Mexico would be radically different from that of
any existing constitution in the United States,
either State or territorial, says the Denver News.
It would be a radical innovation upon the spirit
of the national organic law, and upon the prac-
tice of the respective States. The archbishop
wants an association of Church and State, by
which the State shall provide for religious
instructions in the public schools, to be supported
from the school fund, supplemented by general
taxation. He cites the Canadian and European
plans to illustrate his meaning. The proposition
is deadly to a principle that underlies this free
government, and that is essential to its perpetuity.
The alliance of Church and State it contemplates
is unfavorable to civil liberty and to spiritual
progress. Our present system has worked for
more than a century with better results than any
other known to history. Would it be wise to
transform the government in a matter of vital
importance by borrowing an educational system
from Canada or from Europe? The Canadian
method has pitted one province of the dominion
against the rest in a war of treasonable bigotry
and religious hate. 'What European country do
we care to select as an example in this particu-
lar? Are not the superior advantages of the
United States in giving humanity a chance con-
ceded by the oppressed of every land? Does
not the flow of immigration, aggregating more
than seven millions, affirmatively answer the
question? Why, then, seek a radical change in
the government? Will anyone question that
the archbishop asks for a fundamental change?
There is no better authority on this point than
Judge Cooley, who, in his “ Constitution Limita-
tions,” enumerates among those things which are
not lawful under any of the American institu-
tions, “the compulsory support, by taxation or
otherwise, of religious instruction. Not only is
no one denomination to be favored at the expense
of the rest, but all support of religious instruc-
tion must be entirely voluntary.”

With such a revolution backward as Arch-
bishop Salpointe would provide for in the consti-
tution of New Mexico, the territory would not
stand one-half the chance of getting into the
Union that Utah would, with polygamy in its
most rampart stage; and what is more, the admis-
sian of Utah with polygamy would not involve a
tithe of the danger to the nation that would be
inseparable from the archbishop’s proposition,
should it be adopted. This country has a moral
force to overcome polygamy in a single common-
wealth, but the sacrifice of the public-school sys-
tem in only one State, by recognizing an alliance
that has proved a blighting curse to the human
race, would be an entering wedge that would
stimulate a controversy of the most wretched
kind that can afflict a people. The archbishop’s
idea is imported. It is not American, but is hos-
tile to American liberty. In the several consti-
tutions lately adopted by the northern Territories
it is not heard of.

Concessions have been made touching the pub-
lic schools for nearly fifty years, and even now
there is an overwhelming spirit of fairness that is
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willing and anxious to protect the rights of all.
But the line has been drawn against the first step
that points against their disintegration and de-
struction. Nine-tenths of the American people
will sustain our system of popular education in-
tact, and the proportion will never be diminished.
Time, progress, and civilization are all with the
majority in this case.

The contest that has been plainly outlined on
the school question involves alienations and an-
tagonisms among the people of a common coun-
try, who have hitherto lived happily together
and enjoyed a degree of prosperity unequaled in
the annals of time. Under our common schools
peoples of many nations and various creeds have
become Americans, brothers in patriotism, sin-
cerely respecting each other’s religious convic-
tions, but free from the most pitiable sentiment
that ever dishonored manhood,—religious bigotry
and parrow intolerance. Moreover, under this
system, all forms of religion have evinced a vital-
ity that they possess nowhere else. But the man-
date has gone forth that there must be strife. It
is due to a force that in the interest of society
has been repeatedly suppressed by leading nations,
and that was once distinguished as a danger by
the papal authority, a proposition that lasted for
nearly forty years. Thesame force now controls
the destinies of the church, and in undertaking
to stem the tide of intellectual progress it has
shattered Catholicism in Europe, aggravated the
causes that turned Italy against the Vatican, and
nearly finished the process of making France in-
fidel. It now assumes to revolutionize this gov-
ernment by a union of Church and State for
educational purposes, a step in the direction of
ecclesiastical ascendency.—Hoof and Horn, the
Stockman’s Journal of Arizona.

>0

The Sunday Question.

OpPosITION to evil institutions because of their
evil effects is, we think, a justifiable procedure ;
but opposition to one institution in the spirit of
rivalry for the purpose of proselyting to another,
is on a par with the act of one individual trying
to gain by causing another individual to lose—
attempting to climb up by pulling others down.
But the phase of this subject which should stir to
vigilance every truly American citizen is the
movement back of, and principal to, this Sunday
reconnoissance, the Sunday-law movement being
but the thin end of the union-of-State-and-Church
wedge that is thus insidiously trying to get vant-
age-grourd in the nation; a wedge that if al-
lowed to enter in the least will split wide open
this Union and baptize our now glorious country
in the blood of civil war once more, as surely as
Americans love liberty as much as they love life!

The reason given by Dr. Crafts for closing thea-
ters and saloons may be a good basis for ecclesi-
astical law governing the church membership, but,
as a reason for State interference, it is naught.
To enact and enforce laws that have as their
only or their chief object, directly or indirectly,
proselytism, is to unite the functionsof Church and
State, making the latter subservient to the
former at that, which is contrary to the principles
of this republic and the spirit of this nation.
If attendance at theaters and saloons on Sunday
are crimes as man against man, then abate them
by law for that reason; if the theaters and sa-
loons are simply successful rivals of the churches,
that is the churcl’s, and not the State’s affair,
and they should compete with these counter-
attractions as best they can.

Rev. W. D. Gray, secretary of the Missouri
Sabbath Union, an auxiliary of the American
Sabbath Union, defines the object of this organi-
zation as follows:—

“T do not believe that governments derive their
just powers from the consent of the governed, and
so the object of this movement [to secure Sunday leg-
islation] isan effort to change that feature of the fun-
damental law !”

Is this not striking at the vitals of the republic?
Is there no impending danger to our country
when within is a powerful national association
with auxiliaries in nearly every State plotting
and working, confessedly, to “change that feat-
ure of the fundamental law” which constitutes
this a free country ? Destroy the American prin-
ciple of “governments derive their just powers
from the consent of the governed,” and the chief
corner-stone of the republic is destroyed, and in
its place substituted the chief corner-stone of
monarchism, viz, “the divine right of kings;”
and our hundred years’ “experiment” will have
proved a failure, to the great delectation of the
mocarchists who have been prophesying that re-
sult, and the hopes of liberty-loving people every-
where will be blasted.

Anarchism may threaten us, but compared
with the insidious National Reform foe, anarch-
ism is simply liMiputian. “No danger!” say
many ; but well do we remember the same-delu-
sive assurance in 1860-61 !

Let everyone who has at heart the perpetuity
of the basic principles of our government, and
the liberties they vouchsafe alike to all loyal citi-
zens, beware of being entrapped by this “Sabbath
union ” scheme of the State-church party. In-
vestigate thoroughly before signing any petition,
however innocent it may appear at a first super-
ficial view. Remember that “ eternal vigilance
is the price-of liberty.”—Silver Gate, August 24.

Will They Compromise?

THE California Prokibitionist argues thus in
favor of a Sunday law :—

“To Prohibitionists, especially, should it commend
itself, inasmuch as it grants us one-seventh of what
we are after, and puts in our hands the necessary
legal appliances for enforcement. That thisis a great
gain over the unrestricted reign of the saloon, not
only in its direct results, but also in its indirect influ-
ence, as an example of the benefits of prohibition,
admits of no question. We do not contend that Sun-
day prohibition and Sunday rest is the end for which
we should strive ; but if we can secure it incidentally,
we believe it will hasten the day of our final
victory, and so prove a blessed factor in the advance-
ment of sobriety and good government.”

We do not see how Prohibitionists can take
such ground as this. They very properly oppose
high license on the ground that it is a compro-
mise measure. Is not Sunday closing the same ?
There is scarcely an argument used against high
license which cannot be urged with equal force
against Sunday closing of saloons. When it has
once been introduced, those liquor sellers who are
able to remain in the business are all in favor of
high license because it gives them a monopoly of
the business, and already some saloon men have
declared in favor of Sunday closing, for the reason
that it gives them a day off' each week without
materially reducing their receipts. The most of
those who want to drink on Sunday will procure
their liquor on Saturday if they know that they
cannot get it on Sunday, and we would not be
surprised to see erelong many of the liquor men
wheeling into line for a Sunday law. JIndeed,
this has already been foreshadowed by the sug-

gestion made in a Sunday-law convention in San
Francisco, that the saloon keeper should “have
a chance to rest on the Sabbath.”

Certainly, why not? And we have seen it
plainly stated by at lcast one Prohibitionist in a
so-called Prohibition paper, that if the saloons
would close on Sunday it would be about all that
could be reasonably asked.

A Peculiar Sabbath.

“W. F. CraFTs, field secretary of the American
Sabbath Union, who is traveling about the
country establishing auxiliary State unions, has
again visited Omaha to see what progress the
society he established here two months ago is
making. At the only meeting held by that
organization, Bishop Worthington was elected
temporary chairman and T. H. Taylor secretary.
Since then the society has slept the sleep of the
just.

The national union has been in operation two
years, and Mr. Crafts prides himself in having
started auxiliary societies in nearly every State in
the country. Some of the alleged evils he is
fighting are the running of Sunday trains, and
the issuing of wicked Sunday-morning papers.

Mr. Crafts endeavored to infuse a little life
into the local organization at the Y. M. C. A.
rooms at 3 P. M., and this evening he will deliver
a lecture at the same place on the proper observ-
ance of the Christian Sabbath. No admission
fee will be charged, but a collection will be taken
up.—Omaha Bee, Sept. 25, 1889.

In discussing the Sunday-law question the
California Prohibitionist says:—

“That the provisions of the proposed law may not
oppress any who conscientiously and honestly ob-
serve another day of the week asa day of rest, all
such are to be excepted from its application. Under
these circumstances it would certainly seem as though
the movement were worthy of the support and co-
operation of all good citizens.”

This is only to say that those who observe a
day other than Sunday should join those who
observe that day in forcing it upon those who
have no religious regard for any day. But that
would only be to violate the golden rule, for no
man would wish to have another compel him to
keep a day which he did not wish to observe and
for which he had no feelings of reverence. The
seventh-day observer who admits for a moment
the propriety of a Sunday law with an exemption
clause in his favor grants, though it may be un-
wittingly, the right of the State to legislate upon
the subject, and in so admitting gives his case
away, for it is as plain as the noonday sun that
if the State has the right to coerce the unbeliever
and compel him to keep Sunday, it has the same
right to require the same thing of the Jew and
the seventh-day Christian.

THERE is merit in the order of the Secretary
of the Navy that hereafter when the flag of the
nation is raised at morn and lowered at sunset in
the nation, the representatives of the navy pres-
ent shall face the colors and salute, and if bands
are on the ships they shall greet the flag with
the music of national airs. These ceremonials
are disciplinary, will daily renew the sentiment
of the flag, and impress more and more deeply
respect for the symbol of -oug liberties. It must
have, also, an impressive effect upon lookers-on.
It is a simple and proper observance, and that
the salutation to the flag should have so fallen
into disuse as to necessitate this new order, provea
the need for it.—Sacramento Daily Record- Union.
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All those subscribing for one year prior to Oct. 1,
1889, will receive free of charge a copy of the cele-
brated picture entitled “ The Horse Fair.” Terms,
$1.25 a year, cash in advance. Address,

A H RELOg& Co, Publishers,
Dallas, Texas.

Sample Copies Free to any Address

West Shore Railroad

N.Y.C.& H R. R. R Co. Less=
The Picturesque Route for Business and

Pleasure

. “SUMMER EXCURSIONS,” a handsomely
illustrated book, giving description of the Hudson
River, Catskill Mountains, Saratoga and other
New York State resorts, will be mailed on receipt
of five cents in postage stamgs. i .

For tourist books, time-tables and information
regarding West Shore Railroad, call on or address
H. B. JAGOE, General Eastern Passenger Agent,
363 Broadway, or

E. LAMBERT, General Passenger Agent, 5

C.
VanderbiltrAve., New York.

A $70 SEWING MACHINE

FOR

$§50.C0.

A new “ New Home” sewing machine, six drawer,
latest improved attachments, new style woodwork,
complete, for sale for $50

THE MACHINE HAS NEVER BEEN USED.
Now is Your Chance to Get a Good Ma-
chine Cheap. Address,

S. N. CURTISS,

Oakland, Cal.

Box 1534.
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The American

THE

National Sunday Law

~Argument by Alonzo T. Jones, in behalf of the
rights of American citizens, and in opposition to
the Blair Sunday-Rest Bill, which_Mr. Jones pre-
sented before the Senate Committee on Educa-
tion and Labor, December 13, 1833. S
has pronounced the report as published

“Mighty Interesting Reading.”

And Mr. Jones’s comments will make it more so.
His argument is enlarged to what it would have
been without Senator Blair’s interruptions, ob-
jections, and counter-arguments, and is_accom-
anied with answers to all of his objections and
counter-arguments. L.

As the Sunday question is now a living issue,
this treatise will be interesting to all classes
esgemallg . Legislators, Lawyers, J_udges, an
other public men, The argument is based on
scripture and hlstor¥, constitution and law,
showing the limits ofthe civil power, the uncon-
stitutionality ofthe Sunday BIll, an analysis of
the Sunday Laws and other religious legiSlation
ofthe differentStates, the Sunday Law movement
ofthe fourth century, the Sunday Law movement
ofthe nineteenth century, the methods used in
securing indorsements o the petition for the
Blair Bill, and the workings of such Sunday
laws as are proposed for the United States.

The work contains 12 pages and will be sent
postpaid on receipt of 25 ‘cents.

Send for Itl Read Il Send It to your Friendsl
Address all orders to
PACIFIC PEESS PUBLISHING CO,

12th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal.
Or 43 Bond Street, New York.

BURIED CITIE

-------- o

Sentinel

Charles Diekens’

Complete Works in 15 Volumes with

THE WEEKLY WISCONSIN

— ONE YEAR FOR ONLY —

Two Dollars.

Sir Walter Seott’s

Complete Works in 12 Volumes with

THE WEEKLY WISCONSIN

— ONE YEAR FOR ONLY —

Two Dollars.

THE WEEKLY WISCONSIN offersto
subscribers as a premium their choice of either the
complete works of Charles Dickens or Sir Walter
Scott for two dollars, The books are all beautifully
printed and substantlall){_'bound in Igaper COVers.

Every subscriberto THE WEEKLY WS-

) IN also receives the Newspaper Library—
six volumes. Thus for two dollars the subscriber
mav |;:;et twent;iione volumes of standard books, and
THE WEEKLY WISCONSIN one year.
Nothing equal to it was ever offered to the public
before. Address,

CRAMER, AIKENS & CRAMER,
Milwaukee, Wis.

S RECOVERED;

E xplorations in <E)ible :
BY-—
REV.FRANK S. DEHASS, D. D.

(Late U. S. Consul at Jerusalem.)

THE LATEST1 THE MOST AUTHENTIC! THE MOST READABLE BOOK PUBLISHED ON'EOYPT,
PALESTINE AND THE ORIENT!

A BOOK FOR EVERY CHRISTIAN.

THE FULFILLMENT OF ANCIENT PROPHECIES AS SHOWN BY THE LIGHT OF MODERN DIS-

COVERIES ;

A CORROBORATED HISTORY OF THE BIBLE FOUND WRITTEN

ON STONE; THE ATHEIST AND SKEPTIC DEFEATED ON
THEIR OWN GROUND.

JIEJLRLY £00ILL UST&JITIONS

FROM ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS AND SKETCHES.

Fine Paper, Neat Binding,

Clear and Beautiful Type.

The book is octavo in size, has over 600 pages, and contains nearly 200beautiful illustrations.
The paper and type were especially selected to meet the requirements of this work, while the
binding is both ornate and at the same time most substantial.

The illustrations are nearly all either sketched or photographed from life, and in their prepa-
ration for the press the most artistic processes known to the trade have been employed.

Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side and Back, Sprinkled Edges, -
Fine English Cloth, Black and Gold Stamp on Side and Back, Gilt Edges, - -
Fine French Turkey Morocco, Full Gilt Sidesand E dges

5083
> 400

We will send books postpaid, at above prices where we have no agent.
Agents of ability can coin money in the sale of this book. Send $1.50 for prospectus, outfit, and

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,

terms to agents to

Or 43 Bond Street, Mew York.

TEN LECTURES

—on —

NASAL CATARRH,

Its Nature, Causes, Prevention and Cure, and
Diseases of the Throat, Eye and Bar,
due to Nasal Catarrh; with a
chapter of Choice Pre-
scriptions

BY J. Il.KELLOGG, M. 11«

Medical Superintendent of the Largest Medical
and Surgical Sanitarium in the World.

_The work consists of 120 pages, and is embel-
lished with a colored frontispiece and

Six Beautifully Colored Plates,

Besides man;ii illustrative cuts of the throat and
nasal cavity *inhealth and disease. .

. This littlé work costs only 30 cents, and is
in great demand.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,,
Or 43Bond St., N. Y. QOakland, CaL

OAKLAND, CAL.-.

Civil Government
and Religion.

BY A. T. JONES

One of the Editors of the American Sentinel.

Scriptural, Logical, Plain
land Forcible.

This important work shows clearly the relation
that should exist between Church”and State at
the present time, as proven by the Bible and his-
tory of the past twenty-five cénturies.

" CIVIL GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION”

Is a pamphlet of 17Glarge octavo pages. Price 25
cents. Millions of copiés should be placed in the
hands of thinking people at once. It clearly de-
fines what position we, as_ American citizens,
should sustain toward the effort now on foot to se-
cure religious Ieﬂlslatlon. Address,
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,

12th and Castro Sts., Oakland, Cal.

Or 43 Bond Street, New York.

311
OM S TO*E?

8%%” aI{t g(? r os?se Fea eé
B

LI
r(l'&&ég%a tmgu.é%%%%o{omglf
THE WHOLE WORLD

go, 11T
WILL SOON TAKE

THE NEW YORK WORLD.

How Its Circulation Has thrown:
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1882 ~»151.157
1883 12,242,548
1884 28,519,785
1885 511241,367
1886 70,126,041
1887 83,389,828
1888 ... (R 104,473,650

888 .

This equals one-fourteenth the combined circu-
lation of all the 1423 Daily Newspapers of the
United States at last report, which was

1 AMI &\ AW\
THE WORLD aloae....... .104,473]050
The Weekly World

IS THE

BEST and BIGGEST NEWSPAPER

on tlie North American Continent.
12 Large Pages anil 84 Long Columns,

A POPULAR BOOK

Published and Given with Each Issue of the
Weekly Edition.

(Latest Issues)

|v|a§' 15—His Aalcolm Bel

May 22—The Dream Woman..........Wilkie Collins
May 20—Twas in Trafalgiar’s Bay............ Besant
June 5—A Yankee Lucille.........".. Wm. E. Penny
June 12—A Queen Amongst Women. ...Braehme
June 19—A Strange Secret........ Sylvanus Cabb, Jr.
June 26—John Jago’s Ghost. Wilkie Collins
July 3—A Man of Honor... .J. S Winter
July 10—The Case of Mr. Lu W. Besant
July 17—A Troublesome Girl.. he Duchess
July 24—He Loved and Rode Away........... Riddell
July 3l—Harvest.............. ..J. S. Winter
Aug. 7—Blind Love Wilkie Collins

Aug. 14—Mystery of Central Park.......... Nellie Bly
Aug. 28—Sif Percival...............
Sept. 4—Fair but False....

Sept. 11—A Passive Crime...
Sept. 18—Antou Malissof...

One Year (52 numberszj, $1;
GMonthsSSOnum ersj, 50c,;
3 Months (13 numbers), 25c.

Try a subscription for three months. Agents
wanted at every post-office. Address,

THE WORLD, New York.

Dora Thorne
The Duchess
Grevillo

THE WHITE IS KING!
Always in the Lead.

Jew Improvements!

New Woodwork!
The Best to Use, The Best to Sell

White Sewing Machine Co.,
108 & 110 POST ST..S.r.

F. S. PRESCOTT. Gen. Man'r.

CfIPIA] PumTv a vigorous and stirring ad-
OUUIAL | | . dresson SOCIALPURITY
by J. H. KELLOGG, M. D,, Superintendent of the
Largest Medical and Surgical Sanitarium in the
Woritd. Fifth edition. Fiftieth thousand. Also con-
tainsa “Talk to Girls,” by Mrs. E. E. Kellogo,
A M, Associate Superintendent of Social Purity
Department of the _National Woman’s Christian
Temperance Union. This talk is full of helpful sug-
estions to mothers and their daughters respecting

e means of promoting the development of a higher
Expe of womanhood in the, nsmgngeneratlon of girls.

copy should be placed in the hands of every man
woman and youth.  64large octavo pages. Price, 15
cents; 20 copies, post-pai &|32.25. Address: PACHC
Press Publishing Co,, Oak and, Cal.
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Nore.—No papers are sent by the publishers of the
AMERICAN SENTINEL to people who have not subscribed
for it. If the SENTINEL comes to one who has not sub-
scribed for it, he may know that it is sent him by some
friend, and that he will not be called upon by the pub-
lishers to pay for the same.

THE California Prohibitionist, August 1, very
wisely says:—

“If Cincinnati wants to settle the contest with the
saloon in the easiest manner, let her close the saloons
every day in the week as well as Sunday. There is
no sense in allowing the traffic six days in which to
get up muscle with which to fight the law on the
seventh.”

-
Qo

. :
¥ THE Omaha, Neb., Bee, of September 25, has
this item :—

“Rev. Wilbur Crafts, of New York, the travel-
ing secretary of the New York branch of the Y. M.
C. A., is in the city, and it was announced that he
would deliver lectures yesterday afternoon and even-
ing on the subject of Sabbath Observance.’” In
both the afternoon and evening the attendance was
go light that it was deemed best to postpone the lect-
ure jndefinitely, which was done.”

@

REFERRING to the efforts of Italy to curb
church interference in political matters, the Cath-
olic Review says:—

“The new code consists of over four hundred ar-
ticles, divided into three books, of which the only im-
portant ones are those which refer to the clergy and
the church. Theseare intended to muzzle effectively
the mouths of priests and bishops, and because of
their sacerdotal powers deprive them of their rights
as men and citizens. The code will do this very
nicely, and the clergy will not even enjoy the melan-
choly French privilege of writing letters. This gives
immense satisfaction to the devil and the sectarian
press of America, who cannot see with what success
this code will one day be turned against themselves.”

This shows something of the feeling which
exists in Italy; and it also shows that it has
grown out of the principle of ecclesiastical inter-
ference in politics—the very evil which is being
so assiduously cultivated by so-called Protestants
at the present time in our own country.

Py
@

REFERRING to the Sunday-law agitation, the
California Prohibitionist says:—

“It must be borne in mind that this is not a relig-
ious movement in itself, or disposed to establish a
union of Church and State. It simply recognizes a
benign natural law that one rest day in seven is nec-
essary to the highest welfare of body and mind, and
secks to bring the laws of the State into harmony
with the natural law; not in order primarily that the
cause of religion may be advanced, but that the citi-
zen may be protected in his rights to a weekly cessa-
tion from his life of toil, and that the character and
power of his citizenship may be improved and
strengthened by a regular day for recreation and self-
improvement. The idea is that the Stateshall simply
command a day of cessation from all public works
except those of mercy and necessity. The manner in
which the day shall be spent aside from the matter
of labor, is to be left entirely to the individual con-
science.”

If it be indeed true that this is not a religious
movement, how comes it that the prime movers
in it are religionists? When have ministers as a
class ever originated any movement in the inter-
ests of either labor or health? Disguise the fact
as they may, it is none the less true that with
the prime movers for Sunday legislation the re-
ligious charter of the day is the mainspring of
action, What they want is not a day for rec-

reation in the general acceptation of the word,
but for religion; they think and say that when
all the ordinary avenues of business and pleasure
shall have been closed, the people will, to use
their own words, “naturally gravitate toward the
churches.”

-~—Q-
@~

TrE Advance of August 29 says:—

“It will doubtless be a surprise to most of our read-
ers to learn what immense sums the Roman Catholics
have been drawing fromthe national government for
their Indian schools. The whole amount received by
the Congregationalists for their schools among the
Indians the past year was about $23,000. But the
following figures, taken from the Dakota Catholic,
show how much the Roman Catholics have received
since 1884 : 1884, $65,220 ; 1885, $113,614 ; 1886, $148,-
744 ; 1887, $214,760 ; 1888, $244,677 ; 1889, $344,545;
and this coming year they expect to draw $431,930.
What would be the effect should the government
wholly withhold its appropriations from all mission
schools? This need not imply any hindrance put in
the way of religious schools and missions sustained
by the churches, nor that the government would be
under any sort of obligation to employ as agents and
teachers of Indians men and women who have no
religion, or none to speak of.”

The suggestions so cautiously made by the Ad-
vance, that it would be better for the government
to withhold all appropriations from mission schools,
is a good one. The effect would be that the In-
dians would get much more and better religious
instruction than they do mow. The best thing
the government could do for the Indians would
be to teach them the arts of civilization, and
allow those who have a teal burden for their
spiritual welfare to teach them Christianity.

A MAN named Conklin, whose ‘arrest in For-
syth County, Ga., on a charge of Sabbath break-
ing, was noted recently in Freecthought, has
just been tried, found guilty, and fined $25 and
costs, which amount in all to $46.80. Conklin’s
offense was cutting wood on Sunday to cook a
meal of victuals with. It was shown at this trial
that all the people of that section are accustomed
to work up their wood as they use it, on Sunday
or any other day, but Conklin is a Seventh-day
Adventist. He observes Saturday religiously,
and the neighbors thought that he was trying to
displace the Sabbath of their forefathers, and
therefore informed upon him and had him arrested.
Conklin is described as a good and industrious
citizen, who pays his honest debts and is respected
by all as a man. It seems that works of neces-
sity are allowable on Sunday in Georgia; that
Conklin performed no other work than such as
was admitted by all to be necessary, but the
State’s attorneys took a purely religious view of
the matter, and prosecuted him, not so much for
his offense against the State as for being a
Seventh-day Adventist.—Freethought.

THE Christian Statesman, of September 12,
refers with the highest approbation to the pub-
lished report of the suppression of a base-ball
game at Hamilton, Ohio, on Sunday, August 25.
It says, “The good example should be widely
published and everywhere imitated.” We should
like for some of the people who favor such actions
as this to point out what thereis about a base-ball
game that is uncivil on Sunday any mowe than
on any other day. No -one pretends that the
playing of a gaiite of base-ball is uncivil in any
sense. It cannot be shown that it is in any way
uncivil on Sunday, and it is not because of
any incivility in it that they propose to suppress
it on Sunday. Nor is this all; the playing of

base-ball is not even irreligious. It is true that
men who are not religious play base-ball. It is
equally true that men who are religious, and
strictly so, can play base-ball and still be relig-
ious. 'Then it is not because the playing of‘base-
ball is either uncivil or irreligious that they pro-
pose to suppress it on Sunday; it is solely because
Sunday is held by certain people to b a religious
day, and thatit is to be devoted to religious exer-
cises; and as the playing of base-ball is not a-re, .
ligious exercise, therefore it is not consistent with
the religious observance of a day. Consequently
the only purpose of the enactment and enforce-
ment of Sunday laws is to enforce the observance
of it as a religious day. It is to compel people
who are not religious to pay religious tribute to
those who pretend to be religious. But if the
government is to do this in one thing when it is
demanded, why not in everything else as it may
be demanded, and have a thorough-going union
of Church and State at once. That will be the
inevitable outcome of a national Sunday law.

.- @ 4o
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THERE is a conflict of opinion in this country
as to whether the Sunday sermon or the Sunday
newspaper is the most conducive to the mental
health of the public, and asto which in theend will
illustrate the inexorable law of “the survival of
the fittest.” As to the survival features of the
question, I think the sermon and the Sunday
newspaper are here to stay, at least so long as in
either case the thing is a paying speculation.
The serious phase of the subject is that the
preachers are attempting to suppress the Sunday
paper on purely religious grounds, that is, that its
publication is an enemy of the Christian Sabbath,
because thousands find pleasure in reading the
Sunday editions instead of going to church.
The editors of the secular press think they have
as much right to deliver their papers on Sunday
as the preachers have to deliver their sermons.
This is a matter of greater importance to all
classes and all sects than it seems on its face, for
the reason that if the ministers should succeed in
suppressing Sunday newspapers, the suppres-
sion of other great public necessities would follow,
as, for instance, the street-cars, cable lines, ferry-
boats, etc.—Jewsish Times and Observer.

-

Last April the field secretary of the American
Sabbath Union wrote to the Chicago Advance
these words:—

“ The only defensible and practicable Sabbath re-
form is that which uncompromisingly agitates for an
impartial suppression of all Sunday work for gain,
save works of real necessity and mercy.” .

Yet the American Sabbath Unijon is asking
for a law which shall exempt, so far as ordinary
work is concerned, those who observe a day other
than Sunday. Is it not then, according to
its field secretary, asking for a law which is
both indefensible and impracticable ?

THE AMERICAN SENTINEKL.

AN EIGHT-PAGE WEEKLY JOURNAL,
DEVOTED TO
The defense of American Institutions, the preservation
of the United States Constitution as it is, so far
as regards religion or religious tests, and
the maintenance of human rights,
both civil and religious.

It will ever be uncompromisingly opposed toanything tending
toward a union of Church and State, either in name or in fact.
Single Copy, Pér Year, post-paid, - - - $1.00
In clubs of ten or more copies, per year, each, - - 75c.
To foreign countries, single subscription, post-paid, - &s.
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